
CONFIRMATION 

 This past weekend, three staff and seven youth went to Lake Junaluska for a 
confirmation retreat. The focus for the retreat was the vows we take for church 
membership – prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. While there were 
many highlights, the one message that stuck in my mind most vividly was the 
session on “presence”. 

Andy Lambert, our teacher/preacher for the event, said that while being in 
Sunday school, worship and youth group activities had to do with attending, 
the word “presence” in the vows means so much more. Being present has to 
do with the understanding that while you are involved in the church activities 
and opportunities, you are present, not only physically, but emotionally and 
spiritually. How easy it is to attend an event and not be present with your 
whole person.  

Andy also brought up the broader understanding of “presence” as being 
present in the community where you live and move the others days of the 
week. What does it mean to be the “presence of Christ” in your home, at 
school, with friends? How are you to be the “presence of Christ” in every 
arena of your life? How do we give witness to God’s Presence wherever we 
may find ourselves? 

The word “confirmation” means, literally, “to make firm” or “with firmness”. The 
intention, of course, is the youth experiencing confirmation will “make firm” for 
themselves the vows their parents made at their baptism. If they were not 
baptized as an infant, then the young person would be “making firm” their 
belief that Jesus is not only Savior but Lord of their life. And furthermore, this 
is not the “end all, be all” experience for their faith. It is the beginning of 
claiming an adult faith and being a full member of the church – the “Body of 
Christ”. 

 

We all need experiences from time to time, to “make more firm” our faith in 
Christ and also how that is lived out in the community of the Church. My 
prayer is that the Lenten season has been and will continue to be a continued 
confirmation for you. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Larry 
 

P.S. I won the dance contest at the retreat. Miracles never cease to happen!   
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Hospitals:                                                                          
UT Hospital:                                                                         
Nash Anderson                   Jack Gibson                                    

Christian sympathy extended to:                                      
Shelby Johnson, her husband Mathew and son Luke in 
the death of Shelby’s grandmother, Luigia Shelby, on 
March 8th. 

Rae Lippenberger in the death of her husband, Don, on 
March 9th. 

In Memoriam:                                                                              
Donald Lippenberger                                                            

Joined First Church July 1,  1984                                        
Entered the church triumphant: March 9th, 2013 

Our Church Family 

Sunday, March 17, 2013                                                                          
7:35 AM  Morning Glory Rehearsal, 249                                            
8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall                                         
9:15 AM  Sunday School                                                                   
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary                                        
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall                                              
11:45 AM   Hospitality Training Luncheon, Wesley Hall                        
5:15 PM  Evensong Handbells, 252                                                         
6:00 PM  Bible Study, 214                                                              
Monday, March 18, 2013                                                               
10:00 AM  Book Club, 216                                                                    
1:00 PM  District Committee on Ministry                                                 
3:15 PM  Primary Praise, 254                                                                
3:15 PM  Merrymakers, Asbury Hall                                                        
3:15 PM  Joy Singers, Asbury Hall                                                          
Tuesday, March 19, 2013                                                              
10:00 AM  Bible Study, 214                                                                       
6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury                                                             
7:00 PM  AA, 128                                                                                      
7:00 PM  Family Promise New Volunteer Training, 254             
Wednesday, March 20, 2013                                                                 
6:00 PM  The Way, 215                                                                            
6:00 PM  Recovery at Maryville, 214                                                        
6:15 PM  Men’s Chorus, 249                                                                  
7:00 PM  Young Adult Trivia, Smoky Mtn Brewery                                 
7:00 PM  Ladies Bible Study, Panera                                                       
7:30 PM  Chancel Choir rehearsal, 249                                          
Thursday, March 21, 2013                                                                    
6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study, 214                                                          
9:30 AM  UMW Board, 243                                                             
12:00 AM  The Way, 215                                                                        
5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall                                                    
6:00 PM  Craft Group, 214                                                                      
6:30 PM  Hospitality Training, 254                                                           
7:00 PM  AA, 128 

Sunday commitments for March 17, 2013 

Prepare for Worship    
Isaiah 43: 16-21                        
Psalm 126 (UMH 847) 
Phillipians 3:4b-14                        
John 12: 1-8                            
Greeters:                                          
8:15 Morning Glory      
LeRoy Rud                            
Ray Pack                                        
Ed & Ginger Waters 

10:30 Sanctuary                      
Betty Kennedy                          

     

10:30 The Crossing         
Randy & Alane Lambert   
Charles & Tonya Brinkley 
&Family 

Acolytes:                                    
Josef and Isabella Morstatt                                      

Kids Own Worship                      
Pre-school –                                    
Stephanie Cousins 

Elementary –                                      
Darby & Emily Abbott 

Staff on call:                                    
Please contact                              
Brenda (414-8493)                                 
or Larry (414-8494)                    
Parsonage (233-2712) 
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Memorials & Honorariums 

Orchestra Fund  

In Memory/Honor Of  Given By                                
Andy Dunsmore   Gene & Frances Lovell                      

Family Promise 

In Memory/Honor Of  Given By                                        
Rex Porter   Bible Survey Class 

Helping Hands 

In Memory/Honor Of  Given By                                         
Bill Mueller   Suzanne Rhoden                        
Bernie Starner   Suzanne Rhoden                              
Dan Johnson   Suzanne Rhoden                            

Holston Home For Children                                                               

In Memory/Honor Of  Given By                                                  
Ramelle Trundle  Sanford & Myron Downs 

“The Church Bell” is published weekly with several “double” 
issues during the year.  Friday is the deadline for 
submissions.  The newsletter is printed on  Mondays.  If you 
would like something in “The Church Bell” please send it to: 

Clayton Hensley (chensley@fumc-maryville.org)                                 

Birth Announcements:                                                     

Landon Travis Moss on March 1st in Memphis.                   
Parents are Scott and Erin Moss. Grandparents are 
Dean and Barbara Moss.  Landon joins big brother and 
sisters Garrett and Reagan. 

James Noble Curtiss “Noble” on March 8th.  Parents 
are Will and McColl Curtiss.  Grandparents are Jim & 
Susie Curtiss. 

Jenna Grace Lakey on March 11th.  Parents are Tina & 
Jeff Lakey.  Joins sisters Morgan and Emily. 

 

A warm welcome to new members! 

 

Bruce Kerr Sarah Dunsmore 

mailto:chensley@fumc-maryville.org
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An important lesson                                                              
During Holy Week we are giving you a chance to learn 
more about the focal point of the Jewish holiday of 
Passover.  There are more than a dozen parallels between 
the Last Supper traditions and the Seder meal that is part 
of Passover. The Rev. Dr. Jack Van Hooser (retired 
Episcopal) will be here on Monday, March 25th to conduct 
a Seder meal and bring us more on its importance.  Dr. 
Van Hooser attended seminary at California Divinity 
School in Berkeley.  He was a teaching fellow at Harvard 
Divinity School where he received his Doctorate in 
Theology in 1961.  The Seder meal begins at 6:00 pm 

Parking plans 

On Easter Sunday we want to make as much room as we 
can for our guests. To do that, we are asking that choir 
and orchestra members along with 1st UMC members 
park BEHIND the Middle School.  There will be a 
continuous shuttle running from there to the Porte 
Cochere.  The shuttle begins at 6:45 and runs until 12:15.  
The shuttle should help free up 70 parking spaces.   

One more step  Last weekend seven of the  
Confirmation students traveled with Larry, Brittany and   
Asa to Lake Junaluska for their retreat.  Rev. Andy 
Lambert from the Western North Carolina Conference 
along with staff and volunteers from the retreat design 
team taught students what it means to live out the vows 
of being a member of the church.                                    

Through worship and 
workshop settings we 
learned how important it is 
that we support the church 
through our prayers, 
presence, our gifts, service 
and our witness. 

Our students also had the 
opportunity to decorate 
their own stoles.  Each has 
important scripture 
references along with 
words and drawings to 
remind the students of the 

gifts God has given to them, as well as the person God is 
creating them to be.  These will also be used in their 
confirmation service in April. There were also team 
building games that challenged everyone to work 
together through communication and patience with one 
another.  The weekend definitely strengthened 
friendships. 

Training Times                                                                 

New Volunteer Training for Family Promise                            
Tuesday, March 19th @ 7:00 pm 

Volunteer Meeting for Family Promise                                    
March 21st @ 7:00 pm 

Hospitality Team Training                                                          
Sunday, March 17th (after church with lunch)                         

Thursday, March 21st @ 7:00 pm (backup session) 

Resurrection Run   

This Friday is the deadline for registration for The 
Resurrection Run benefiting Family Promise.  The cost is 
$20 and registering by March 15th guarantees you a        
t-shirt.  The church with the most registrants gets a 
trophy this year.  

To register visit http://www.imathlete.com, then search 
for “Resurrection Run.”  A few forms are also available in 
the church office.  They will need to be taken to Monte 
Vista Baptist Church.    

Contact Asa Majors (rev.asa.lee@gmail.com) for more 
information 865-982-1273. 

Menu: 

Baked Ham                                                                                                   
Scalloped Potatoes                                                                                
Green Beans/Rolls                                                                                                        
Harbour Salad                                                                                      
Mac n’ cheese (for kids)                                                                           
Carrot Cake/Coconut Cake                                                                             
Tea & Coffee 

$12 for adults 

$6 for children 

Registrations and 
payment needed by 

March 25th. 

865-982-1273 

Easter Lunch (following 10:30 services) 

http://www.imathlete.com/
mailto:rev.asa.lee@gmail.com
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Spring Break with a mission 

Last week 1st UMC hosted two college groups.  The 
volunteers were here in Maryville to work on Habitat for 
Humanity projects.  Both colleges use this time off from 
studies to do mission work in various places.  

One group was from Westminster College in New 
Wilmington, PA.  The other group was from Lourdes 
University in Sylvania, Ohio.   During the week, when 
they were not working, the volunteers took time to visit 
the Smokies, take in the Welcome Table and a few 
even went line dancing.   

The groups also kept blogs and uploaded dozens of 
pictures to Facebook to keep the folks back at home 
updated on their mission. 

 

A boost for the Bayou                                  

Volunteers heading back to New Orleans this May got a 
boost Sunday from the Soup Social in Wesley Hall.  
Hundreds of people came out to enjoy everything from 
the basic Tomato Soup to Taco Soup and Spinach 
Tortellini. In the end the Bayou Mission Team had 
raised about $1400.                         

The Soup Social followed an article in Saturday’s 
Maryville Daily Times on the work this team has done in 
New Orleans. 

If you are interested in joining the team, the next trip to 
New Orleans is May 29th to June 4th.  Contact Doug 
Jenkins at 865-681-1326 if you want to join the team or 
help in another way. 

Sunday morning reminder 

Don’t forget we offer a Young Adults Sunday School 
class.  We invite YOU to join us in room 128 every 
Sunday morning from 9:15 until 10:15.  Come join us to 
learn and add to the conversations we have about our 
faith. 

 

Trivia time 

You are invited to join us on March 20th for another 
Trivia night.  We need YOUR help to win the top spot!  
We gather at 7:00 pm in the lounge section of Smoky 
Mountain Brewery.  Even if you don’t want to play, it is a 
great time for fun and fellowship and to meet new 
people. (Note: due to Spring Break at Maryville College there will 

NOT be childcare at the church.) 

 

Baking frenzy   

Back in November the Young Adults baked dozens of 
pies for the Welcome Table.  This time around we’ll be 
baking cookies and cupcakes.  Little or no experience is 
required, we have a job for every skill level.  Join us on 

March 28th at 7:00 pm in the Asbury Hall kitchen. 

Book Notes 

Attention Young Adult women!  If you are 
looking for a good book to read and a 
group to discuss the book with, join us as 
we read Does this Church Make Me 
Look Fat? By Rhoda Janzen.  It 
promises to be a book that is 
entertaining and thought provoking. As 
an added treat for this book experience 
we will be discussing it with another of the women’s 
book clubs in our church.  The meeting will be in May, 
so you have plenty of time to read!  If you would like a 
copy, contact Asa. 

Day hiking! 

Mark your calendars for our next hiking day together 
on April 13!  ALL Young Adults are invited to spend 
the day in God's beautiful creation as we hike The Little 
River trail near the Elkmont Camp Ground.  The hike is 
approximately five miles (round-trip). We will begin                
mid-morning, leaving the church at 9:30 a.m.   

Bring a packed lunch and plenty of water to drink along 
with open eyes to the splendor of Spring in the 
Smokies. The trail should be filled with new blooms and 
greenery as well as a waterfall.  Please let Asa know if 
you plan to go and if you are interested in hiking. 

                                     Contact Asa Majors      rev.asa.lee@gmail.com     865-982-1273  

http://www.thedailytimes.com/Blount_Life/story/Maryville-First-United-Methodist-connects-with-New-Orleans-church-after-Katrina-id-033941
mailto:rev.asa.lee@gmail.com


We also need donations of filled eggs for this fun 
event. Donations can be dropped off in the church 

office or bring them to room 115. 

Upcoming events: 

Cave Crawling Trip: April 6th & 7th  

(Forms and money needed by March 24th) 

Vacation Bible School: June 2nd—6th 

(registration starting April 1st) 
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Look what I learned!                                            
Sunday, March 10th                                      

(last Sunday)                                                                                  
Preschool— The Passover Meal                                              

(John 3:16)                                                                                                
K-4th Grade—The Passover Meal                                        

(Luke 22: 14-23)                                               
5th & 6th Grade—Having the heart of a servant                   

Sunday, March 17th                                               
(next Sunday)                                                                

Preschool—Praying in the Garden                                        
(John 3:16)                                                                                 

K-4th Grade—Praying in the Garden                                  
(Matthew 26:36-46)                                                                       

5th & 6th Grade—Suffering                                                
(Jesus’ Betrayal)                                      

www.growproclaimserve.com 

Last Sunday we talked about The Passover Meal. 
Here is an activity YOU can do at  home.                              

Give your children the opportunity to help prepare a 
meal for family or friends.  Let them help with the food 
preparation, make special placemats or decorations for 

the table, and ask them to serve the meal.  Remind 
your children of the special Passover meal that Jesus 

celebrated with his friends (Luke 22: 14-23). 
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Adult Ministry News            Ginny West Case  ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org 865-982-1273 

Amazing stories, amazing retreat 

Our District Superintendent Rev. Charles 
Maynard is just one of  the headliners at 
this year’s Jubilation, a retreat designed for 
people ages 50 and up.  Maynard will be 
leading a workshop called “Amazing 
Biblical Stories of Grace and Gratitude.  

Other workshops include Expressions of Gratitude, 
Preventing Elder Abuse, Methodist Hymnody and a Grateful 
Living Fair. 

For brochures, to register or to get more information on 
transportation please contact Ginny West Case at                           
865-982-1273.  You can also find information at                                      
jubilation.holston.org. 

On March 24th the children are invited to wave palms in 
both the Crossing and 10:30 Traditional services. If you 

wish to participate please contact Brittany or Denise! 

Quilts Needed                                                                        
If you have a quilt you can spare or want others to see 
please contact Laurie Byrne at 292-5910.   She is 
looking for quilts to display in Asbury Hall. 

A festival filled with fun       

Believe it or not, Dollywood 
is about to open for another 
season.  On April 12th we 
will be taking a group to 
enjoy the Festival of Nations 
at the theme park.  This 
year two new shows join the 
lineup for the festival, Cirque 
Shanghai and Mystic India.  Deadline to register is 
March 24th. 

Mighty Musical Monday 

The sounds of the Mighty Wurlitzer Organ will be filling 
the Tennessee Theater on April 1st.  It’s another Mighty 
Musical Monday.  If you want to go, we leave the 
church at 10:45 am.  The guest MC is Kelly Shipe.   
The Central High Chorus headlines as guest 
performers.  After the concert we will be going out for 
lunch. 

Daffodil Show 

Saturday, March 16th               

1-4 pm in Asbury Hall 

Come enjoy the beauty of 
more than 500 blooms! 

(Sponsored by the East TN Daffodil Society) 

http://www.growproclaimserve.com/
mailto:ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org
mailto:ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org
http://www.jubilation.holston.org/


https://www.facebook.com/MaryvilleFUMC
https://twitter.com/1stmaryville

